STATE OF NEVADA

COMMISSION ON ETHICS
http://ethics.nv.gov

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

NAME OF ORGANIZATION: NEVADA COMMISSION ON ETHICS
DATE & TIME OF MEETING: Wednesday, January 17, 2018 at 9:30 a.m.
PLACE OF MEETING: This meeting will be held at the following location:

Nevada Legislative Building
Room 3138
401 S. Carson Street
Carson City, NV 89701

and via video-conference to:
Grant Sawyer State Building
Room 4401

555 E. Washington Avenue
Las Vegas, NV 89101

AGENDA

NOTES:

Two or more agenda items may be combined for consideration.
At any time, an agenda item may be taken out of order, removed, or delayed.

Public comment will be accepted at the beginning of the open session and again before the
conclusion of the open session of the meeting. Comment and/or testimony by the public
may be limited to three (3) minutes. No action may be taken on any matter referred to in
remarks made as public comment. Members of the public may also submit written public
comment to the Commission at NCOE@ethics.nv.gov.

1. Callto Order, Roll Call, and Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

2. Public Comment. Comment and/or testimony by any member of the public will
be limited to three (3) minutes. No action will be taken under this agenda item.

For 3. Approval of Minutes of the November 15, 2017 Commission Meeting.

Possible

Action

For 4. Discussion and approval of a Proposed Stipulation concerning Ethics Complaint

EOSSIble No. 17-37C regarding Bryce B. Boldt, Administrative Officer, Boulder City, Nevada.
ction
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For

5. Discussion and approval of a Proposed Stipulation concerning Third-Party Request

Possible for Opinion No. 16-81C regarding Terrence Taylor, Captain/ Fire Investigator for the
Action East Fork Fire Protection District, Douglas County, Nevada.
For 6. Report and recommendations by Executive Director on agency status and
Possible operations and possible direction thereon. Items to be discussed include, without
Action limitation:
e Upcoming Commission Meetings
e FY18 Budget Status/ Upcoming Biennial Budget Cycle (2020 — 2021)
e Administrative Regulation Planning
e Interim Salary Study (S.C.R. 6)
e Education and Outreach by the Commission
¢ Case Management System, Opinion Database and Commission Website
¢ Commission Appointments
7. Commissioner Comments on matters including, without limitation, identification of
future agenda items, upcoming meeting dates and meeting procedures. No action
will be taken under this agenda item.
8. Public Comment. Comment and/or testimony by any member of the public may
be limited to three (3) minutes. No action will be taken under this agenda item.
9. Adjournment.
NOTES:

+» The Commission is pleased to make reasonable accommodations for any member of the public who has a
disability and wishes to attend the meeting. If special arrangements for the meeting are necessary, please
notify the Nevada Commission on Ethics, in writing at 704 W. Nye Lane, Ste. 204, Carson City, Nevada
89703; via email at ncoe@ethics.nv.qgov or call 775-687-5469 as far in advance as possible.

« To request an advance copy of the supporting materials for any open session of this meeting, contact
Executive Director Yvonne M. Nevarez-Goodson, Esq. at ncoe@ethics.nv.gov or call 775-687-5469.

< This Agenda and supporting materials are posted and are available not later than the 3 working day before
the meeting at the Commission’s office, 704 W. Nye Lane, Ste. 204, Carson City, Nevada, or on the
Commission’s website at www.ethics.nv.gov. A copy also will be available at the meeting location on the
meeting day.

This Notice of Public Meeting and Agenda was posted in compliance with NRS 241.020 before 9:00 a.m. on
the third working day before the meeting at the following locations:

*Nevada Commission on Ethics, 704 W. Nye Lane, Suite 204, Carson City
*Nevada Commission on Ethics' website: http://ethics.nv.gov

*Nevada Public Notice Website: http://notice.nv.gov

eState Library & Archives Building, 100 North Stewart Street, Carson City
*Blasdel Building, 209 E. Musser Street, Carson City

*Washoe County Administration Building, 1001 East 9" Street, Reno
*Grant Sawyer State Office Building, 555 E. Washington Ave., Las Vegas
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MINUTES
of the meeting of the
NEVADA COMMISSION ON ETHICS

November 15, 2017

The Commission on Ethics held a public meeting on
Wednesday, November 15, 2017, at 1:30 p.m.
at the following locations:

Grant Sawyer State Building
Room 4412
555 E. Washington Avenue
Las Vegas, NV 89101

and via video-conference to:

Nevada Legislative Building
Room 3138
401 S. Carson Street
Carson City, NV 89701

These minutes constitute a summary of the above proceedings of the Nevada
Commission on Ethics. Verbatim transcripts are available for public inspection at the
Commission’s office located in Carson City.

1. Call to Order and Roll Call.

Chair Cheryl A. Lau, Esq. called the meeting to order in Las Vegas, Nevada at 1:30 p.m.
Also present in Las Vegas were Vice-Chair Keith A. Weaver, Esq. and Commissioners Brian
Duffrin, Barbara Gruenewald, Esq., P.K. O’Neill, Lynn Stewart, and Amanda C. Yen, Esq. Present
for Commission staff in Las Vegas were Executive Director Yvonne M. Nevarez-Goodson, Esq.,
Commission Counsel Tracy L. Chase, Esqg., Associate Counsel Judy Prutzman, Esg. and
Executive Assistant Kari Pedroza. Present for Commission staff in Carson City, Nevada was
Senior Legal Researcher Darci Hayden.

The pledge of allegiance was conducted.

2. Public Comment.

No public comment.

3. Approval of Minutes of the August 23, 2017 Commission Meeting.

Commissioner Gruenewald moved to approve the August 23, 2017 Minutes,
Commissioner Stewart seconded the motion. The Motion was put to a vote and carried
unanimously.
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4. Report and recommendations by Executive Director on agency status and operations

and possible direction thereon. Iltems to be discussed include, without limitation:
e Ethics Complaint Flow Chart (S.B. 84)

Jurisdictional and Evidentiary Review Process (S.B. 84)
Review Panel Process and Deferral Agreements (S.B. 84)
Quarterly Case Status Update
Upcoming Commission Meetings
FY18 Budget Status
Education and Outreach by the Commission
Case Management System, Opinion Database and Commission Website

Ethics Complaint Flow Chart: Executive Director Nevarez-Goodson discussed the
updated Ethics Complaint Flow Chart of the Commission identifying the procedure of an Ethics
Complaint as a result of changes brought forth by Senate Bill 84 (79™ Legislative Session, 2017).
It will be posted on the Commission’s website.

Jurisdictional and Evidentiary Review Process: The Executive Director explained that all
Ethics Complaints will be reviewed by the Commission for its jurisdictional and investigatory
determination in order to streamline the process, eliminate jurisdictional appeals, and align the
new process with Senate Bill 84 (79" Legislative Session, 2017).

Review Panel Process and Deferral Agreements: Executive Director Nevarez-Goodson
described the new three-member Review Panel process and the Panel's authority to resolve a
case by a deferral agreement under the provisions of Senate Bill 84 (79" Legislative Session,
2017). In particular, a deferral agreement will include terms and conditions for the deferral of any
violation of the Ethics Law and if the terms and conditions are satisfied, the Commission will
dismiss the Complaint.

Quarterly Case States Update: Executive Director Nevarez-Goodson summarized the
Case Status Log which identifies all pending cases before the Commission.

Upcoming Commission Meetings: Executive Director requested that Commissioners
reserve the third Wednesday of every month and she will let Commissioners know in advance if
a meeting will be canceled. She also informed the Commission that there would not be a formal
meeting in December.

FY18 Budget Status: Executive Director briefly summarized the current status of the FY18
Budget. Specifically, the Commission experienced cost savings in the travel budget for the first
half of the fiscal year as the result of fewer Commission meetings than anticipated, but those
funds have been utilized to provide outreach and education to both state and local government
entities throughout Nevada.

Outreach and Education: Executive Director Nevarez-Goodson provided an update of the
ongoing efforts to increase the outreach and education to public employees throughout the State.
She included a list of the jurisdictions throughout Nevada that she has provided training this fiscal
year.

Case Management System, Opinion Database and Commission Website: Executive
Director Nevarez-Goodson informed the Commissioners that the online searchable database of
published opinions had been formally launched and is now available on the website, as well as
the option to file complaints, requests for advisory opinions and statutory acknowledgements
online.
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Commissioner Stewart asked for an update on the Commission appointment vacancy and
Executive Director Nevarez-Goodson assured the Commission that she would follow up with the
Legislative Commission regarding the vacancy and provide an update to the Commissioners.

No Action was taken on this Item.
5. Commissioner Comments on matters including, without limitation, identification of future

agenda items, upcoming meeting dates and meeting procedures. No action will be taken under
this agenda item.

Chair Lau shared with the Commission that she attended a recent training presented by
Executive Director Nevarez-Goodson and that Executive Director Nevarez-Goodson had done an
excellent job.

6. Open Session for Public Comment.

No public comment.

7. Adjournment.

Commissioner Weaver moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Yen seconded the
Motion. The Motion was put to a vote and carried unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 2:11
p.m.

Minutes prepared by: Minutes approved January 17, 2018:
/sl Kari Pedroza /sl Cheryl A. Lau

Kari Pedroza Cheryl A. Lau, Esq.

Executive Assistant Chair

/sl Yvonne M. Nevarez-Goodson /sl Keith A. Weaver

Yvonne M. Nevarez-Goodson, Esq. Keith A. Weaver, Esq.

Executive Director Vice-Chair
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Approved as to form by:
FOR NEVADA COMMISSION ON ETHICS

DATED this day of ,2017. DRAFT
Tracy L. Chase, Esq.
Commission Counsel

The above Stipulated Agreement is accepted by the Commission.*

DATED , 2017.
By: DRAFT By: DRAFT
Cheryl A. Lau, Esq. Phillip K. O'Neilll
Chair Commissioner
By: DRAFT By: DRAFT
Keith A. Weaver, Esq. Lynn Stewart
Vice-Chair Commissioner
By: DRAFT By: DRAFT
Brian Duffrin Amanda Yen, Esq.
Commissioner Commissioner
By: DRAFT

Barbara Gruenewald, Esq.
Commissioner

4 Subject waived his right to an Investigatory Panel pursuant to NRS 281A.440.
Accordingly, this Stipulated Agreement was executed prior to a Panel hearlntg in this
matter and no Commissioner was precluded from participating in this Stipulated
Agreement pursuant to NRS 281A.220.
DRAFT
Proposed Stipulated Agreement
Request for Opinion No. 16-81C
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LOMPREY INVESTIGATIONS, LLC
3832 Calle De Benito Ave.
Las Vegas, Nevada 89121-6015
(702) 382-0500 Fax: (702) 454-8327
www.LompreyInvestigations.com

Origin and Cause Synopsis
Date of Loss: 12-22-15 Date of Study: 12-28-15 Todays Date: 12-30-15
Loss Location: 2716 Vicky Lane, Minden, NV 89423 Lomprey # 15-12-09
Allstate No. 0395880065  Evidence: None taken** Insured: Mr. Tony Blassingame

Origin and Cause Summary:
e Area of Origin: Living Room.
e Point of Origin: Lithium Polymer Battery/Charger.
o Type of Structure: 1-story, frame/T-111 & Masonry Products.
e Type of Roof: Gable trussed, protected with concrete tiles.
e 15t Material Ignited: Undetermined pending forensic review.
e Target Fuel: Remaining combustible products in living room.
e Ignition Source: Anomaly in lithium polymer battery/charger.
[ J

NFPA 921 Fire Classification: Undetermined pending forensic review




LI#15-12-09 -2- Allstate # 0395880065
Summary of Investigation:

This origin and cause investigation was conducted in accordance with the fire investigative
communities accepted scientific principles and research standards, as set forth in applicable
chapters of the 2014 edition of NFPA 921, ‘Guide for Fire and Explosion Investigations’,
inclusive within the 2014 edition of NFPA 1033, “Standards for Professional
Qualifications for Fire Investigator”.

This one story framed residence has a concrete tile roof. There are no 2-baths and 3-
bedrooms with 1-fireplace. Fire damage was consistent with a fire originating in the garage,
communicating to the covered patio.

The residence is actually a duplex but the 2™ unit is not lived in, but it is utilized for storage
of an extensive doll collection and was unaffected by this fires progression.

There were several duplex outlets in the living room, the room of origin, and they were
eliminated as to causation. The insure has an extensive doll collection and toy car collection
that is literally borderline hoarder. The kitchen and bedrooms were filled to the brim with
toys and collectibles. The insured is also an avid Radio Controlled (RC) car enthusiast.
Those actions are pertinent to this investigation. At the time of the fire incident the insured
was charging a Floureon 11.1v 35¢ 5500mah Lithium Polymer (LiPo) battery.
View of living room, looking northwest. Lompre
YL TR
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LI#15-12-09 -3- Alistate # 0395880065

UTILITIES:
Electricity is provided by NV Energy.

The General Electric 22- load centers: was located on the east exterior wall of the residence.
Two of the breakers were tripped. Printing on the circuits was vague and limited. At the
time of my investigation the majority of the breakers were in the “on” position as the living
had been isolated from the remainder of the circuits. Hostile electricity, from this location,
is not an issue.

Natural gas service is provided by NV Energy. There was no evidence of a gas leak or
explosion. Gas is not an issue.

The gas water heater was examined and eliminated as to the causation if this fire. There
were no fire sprinklers or smoke alarms. There was evidence of smoking (tobacco)
products in the garage and the surrounding area.

FIRE DEPARTMENT:

The Fire Department of Jurisdiction is the East Fork Fire Protection District, Nevada. There
were some serious alterations to the scene, but they did not impact the final outcome of this
fire investigation. A large pile of primarily building materials was in the front yard covered
by a tarp and snow. A fire report was not requested.

EXTERIOR EXAMINATION:

There was no visible exterior fire damage emitting or venting from the residence, but there
was a tarp covering the porch area. Pressure hydrocarbon and soot venting was observed
minimally. There was no fire exposure damage to any neighboring buildings or vehicles.

INTERIOR EXAMINATION:

There was varying degrees of fire and smoke damage throughout the garage. Housekeeping
practices contributed to the fires spread. Pre-flashover conditions existed but did not
hamper this investigation.

The contents of the living room, and remaining rooms and areas within “unit 1” of the
duplex residence were seriously damaged by the progress of the fire. Smoke and soot
damage was extensive, including but not limited to a very large collection of toy cars, salt-
n-pepper shakers and dolls.

At the time of this fires discovery on Tony Blassingame was home. His girlfriend, Jen
Pickles (24) hadn’t arrived yet.
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Remains of LiPo Battery fgnd Charger. Lomprey photo IMG_0556.
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LI#15-12-09 -5- Allstate # 0395880065

AREA OF ORIGIN:

Evidence and factors available to establish origin and cause
Truncated Fire & Char Patterns

Physical Evidence

Witness Statements

Photographs

Lomprey Investigations Opinion

Nk wWN =

“Exemplar”. Picture Taken From Floureon’s Website — Floureon.com

*“Carbon Fiber” Shell

111 35¢C
. 3300mAh

|||||||||

--Per Floureon.com —
Floureon RC Battery 35 35C 11.1v
5500 mAH (TRX Traxxas Plug) Li-Polymer

The fire scene was visually examined and documented with diagrams and photographs.

By analyzing and interpreting fire patterns, it was concluded the fire originated in the
approximate center of the living room. All fire patterns emanated from the area of a coffee
table in the living room, in addition, this is basically a witnessed fire.

Ventilation factors including movement and intensity were considered which assessed
which direction the fire propagated from. This thermal movement, produced truncated fire
and char patterns, including the consumption of combustible material from the buildings
composite materials and furnishings, and confirms the area of origin is the living room.
There is no question as to the fire originating in the living room at the battery charger or
battery.
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